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Robert Sharf is a scholar for whom hyperbolic
panegyrics are entirely warranted. Through-
out his career, he has consistently produced
some of the most creative, insightful, and
often provocative writings in Buddhist Stud-
ies. His output has ranged widely across fields
as varied as philology, philosophy, intellectual
history, art history, ritual studies, psychology,
and more recently, even physics. Professor’s
Sharf’s oeuvre demonstrates his implacable cu-
riosity about all things Buddhist. His modus
operandi is to master the literature on an issue,
challenge at the most fundamental level that
issue’s basic presumptions, and then move on
the next shibboleth to topple. The sophisti-
cation of his research and the sheer audacity
of his insights are unparalleled by any other
Buddhist Studies scholar today and several of
his articles are already recognized as classics in
the field. This collection provides an excellent
overview of the remarkable range of this star-
tlingly original thinker. ——Robert Buswell,
Distinguished Research Professor, UCLA

For decades, Robert Sharf has consistently
produced the most innovative and provocative
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research in East Asian Buddhism. Marked
by their erudition and clarity, the articles
included in this volume are required reading
for anyone who wants not only to know
about Buddhism, but also to think about
it——John Kieschnick (The Robert H.N.
Ho Family Foundation Professor of Buddhist
Studies, Stanford University)

These two collections showcase Robert
Sharf’s mastery of the well-written insight-
ful essay, delivered in elegant and forceful
prose. His articles have had a major impact
in the field East Asian Buddhist Studies and
beyond—from doctrinal studies, religion and
ritual, art and material culture, to philosophy
and cognitive science—and have often served
to set the agenda for research on key issues
and topics. His essays have also reached
scholars outside the field of Buddhist Studies
in ways that others have been unable to do.
Sharf has always pushed the interpretive
boundaries of Buddhist Studies by chal-
lenging long held theories and his work has
animated the field by forcing scholars to hone
their arguments and refine their interpreta-
tions. Each of his penetrating essays brings
new questions to unexamined assumptions,
inviting you to think deeply about how you
have come to know what you think you
know. ——]James Robson (Harvard)

These two volumes bring together seminal
essays by one of the most original and dis-
cerning minds in Buddhist Studies today. An
expert in medieval Chinese Buddhism, espe-
cially Chan, Robert Sharf is also a scholar of
formidable scope. His work unites insights
drawn from Religious Studies, philosophy,
history, ritual studies, art history, and materi-
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al culture to reexamine fundamental issues in
Buddhist traditions and to pose provocative
questions. Topics he has investigated include
how koans actually work, the disputed status
of Tantric Buddhism in East Asia, why Bud-
dhists venerate relics and icons, and the con-
tent of meditative states; he has also offered a
trenchant critique of Buddhist modernism.
Sharf’s essays are timely and intellectually
exciting. They will amply repay reading by
anyone eager to acquire a more nuanced and
historically grounded understanding of Bud-
dhism. The editors have performed a great
service by translating and publishing so many
of them in this collection.

——Jacqueline Stone (Princeton University)

Robert Sharf’s essays are brilliant, brazen—
and often correct. His sharp analytical mind
forces us to reconsider received wisdom and
to question some of our most cherished as-
sumptions. This alone makes them essential
reading. The essays display a sophisticated
rhetorical style and deal with a wide variety
of subjects and sources, including apocry-
phal texts, Buddho-Daoism, Chan, Tantra,
meditation, emptiness, Japanese Buddhism,
Western philosophy, and Buddhism in the
West. They engage with several disciplinary
perspectives, including Buddhist studies,
religion and ritual, philosophy, and art. The
translation of these important essays into
Chinese shows to readers a deeply insightful,
playful, and creative mind at work as it thinks
through key issues in Buddhist philosophy.
——Stephen F. Teiser (D.T. Suzuki Professor
in Buddhist Studies, Princeton University)

009



